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Tonight... 


...Pat Wright, an ambassador for the Australian Botanical Gardens Association, will present ‘Who's the 
Smartest—Plants or Animals?'—a quirky approach to the often complex relationships between plants and animals. 
Pat presents the facts, in a light-hearted way, leaving the audience to draw their own conclusions. 


Pat is a trained adult educator, having retired from the Canberra Institute of Technology towards the end of last 
century. As well, she is a trained Botanic Guide and Explainer (with groups of young people from pre-school to 
university level). Pat will be accompanied by her husband, Warwick, retired agronomist, educator and trained guide. 
In May... 


...Dr Ken McColl from CSIRO-AAHL will be discussing his research on vertebrate pest control, including 
aspects of the history and application of biological control programs for rabbits and carp. 


In the last few months we have welcomed to the club... 
Joy Weatherill, Point Londsdale; Margaret Monro, Belmont 


We wish them a long and happy association. 


GFNC website GFNC is on Facebook 
www.gfnc.org.au http:/www.facebook.com/geelongfnc 


Visit the GFNC website to submit your observations or An online discussion group for members 
photos, keep up to date with forthcoming events, read 
interesting articles and much more.. 
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Observations 


Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, invertebrate etc.) can be submitted to the GFNC website (go to the 
Observations tab), emailed to the GFNC email address or phoned to Barry Lingham (5255 4291) so that they 
can be added to the Observations site. 


Email address: info@gfnc.org.au 


Contributions invited for the 
Geelong Naturalist 
Members are encouraged to submit short articles and photos for consideration for the Geelong Naturalist each month. 


If you have observed and/or photographed something interesting in the natural world of Geelong and its surrounds, 
please send it to us! 


Please refer to the back page for submission details. 


Members are encouraged to arrive early at The photo on the front cover, by David Tytherleigh, is of 
general meetings. a Bassian Thrush, taken at Lake Elizabeth, April 2016. 


The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. to allow members to chat The photo on the back cover, by Chrissy Freestone, is of 
to other members and visitors. two Australasian Grebes, adult and juvenile, taken at 
Deakin University, Waurn Ponds Campus. April 2016. 





Committee report 


pril 2016 was a significant month for the Geelong 
Field Naturalists. 


The SEANA campout was held at Queenscliff over the 
second weekend of the month. Nearly 100 people 
attended the various speaking events and excursions as 
part of the three-day event. Many of the field naturalist 
visitors from around Victoria learnt a lot about our region 
and in particular the complex marine environment of Port 
Phillip Bay, the surrounding waters and the coastal 
features that make this area a unique place. 


A camp and conference event does not just happen 
overnight but entails months of preparation and hard 
work by a group of dedicated volunteers. Their efforts 
ensured that accommodation and venue requirements, 
knowledgeable speakers, handout material and excursion 
details, were all coordinated so that visitors and GFNC 
club members alike could better enjoy the learning 
experience of the wildlife and habitats of the Bellarine 
Peninsula. A special thanks to the organising committee 
for their tireless work and the various club members who 
gave their time to help out during the weekend. 


The second significant event for the month was the club’s 
Annual General Meeting. Thirty people turned up to hear 
the outgoing President, Barry Lingham, give an overview 
of the club achievements for 2015 and a summary of the 
projects being undertaken by the committee and the 
various subgroups. Barry Lingham and Deborah Evans, 


Rod Lowther, Secretary 


in the roles of President and Vice-President respectively, 
have stood down from these positions and we thank them 
for their diligence and commitment to the club. It would 
be difficult to overstate their contribution to the leadership 
of the club. Thankfully their experience is not lost to the 
club as they will both continue to serve on the committee 
in different capacities. 


Unfortunately, nominations for President and 
Vice-President were not forthcoming and there were also 
a number of general committee member positions 
declared vacant. This will lead to some major 
challenges on how the committee operates over the next 
few months with particular activities and tasks being 
suspended. This will be the subject of a separate note 
once the situation becomes clearer. 


The current committee would welcome more members to 
become involved in running the club, particularly with the 
subgroups: programs, publications and conservation. 
These groups only meet two to three times a years, and 
with a limited scope and issues to address may suit 
members who may not be able to serve on the GFNC 
committee for whatever reason, but would be willing to 
assist in a specific area. 


Please contact any member of the committee to discuss 
options and how you might be able to help out. 


Out and about: Green, brown and red 


re they plants? Do the brown ones belong to the 

kingdom Chromista, which includes mildews and 
diatoms? Are they all of the kingdom Protista, that 
kingdom of odds and sods, the leftovers, that are neither 
plant, animal nor fungus? The jury is still out. They lack 
an internal vascular system, yet they contain chlorophyll 
and use sunlight to photosynthesise. They live in 
seawater, but cannot survive in depths where sunlight 
cannot reach. They have no roots to extract nutrients 
from the substrate, but use a holdfast to cling to rocks or 
other surfaces; they obtain their food (fluids, nutrients 
and gases) directly from the seawater in which they live. 
Some are perennial, some annual. They have no 
flowers, with male and female parts. They can reproduce 
sexually or non-sexually, in a variety of ways, producing 
single-celled spores. Some can grow from broken-off 
fragments. They will die if left permanently out of water, 
but some can regain their size and shape if wetted. 
Some can stand quite long periods out of water or high 
water temperatures when the tide leaves them stranded. 
Variations in salinity in rock pools has also to be 
accommodated. 


This is all to do with marine algae, the seaweeds. Algae 
are structurally simple, without roots, stems or leaves, 
with primitive methods of reproduction. Seaweeds are 
the macroscopic algae, the ones we can see with the 


Valda Dedman 


naked eye, although we may need a microscope to 
separate some species. They range in size from a few 
millimetres tall to blades thirty metres long. In form they 
vary from feathery to strap-like. Some, the corallines, 
absorb calcium carbonate and become hard. Some are 
epiphytic, growing attached to other seaweeds. 
Asperococcus bullosus is a common epiphyte on 
seagrass Posidonia and Amphibolis. 


Australia is very rich in seaweeds, with as many as 2400 
species, the greatest number and diversity being found 
in cool to warm temperate regions. Many Australian 
species occur nowhere else in the world and occupy 
specific niches. The major seaweed habitats occur at the 
shoreline, where they are attached to a surface; only a 
couple of species are holopelagic, never attaching to 
anything and reproducing vegetatively. Most occur at low 
tide level or sub-tidally, in three distinct vertical zones 
related to tidal fluctuations. Rockpools may contain 
species that are normally found at much deeper 
locations. Sandy shores have fewest species. There are 
a few species that are true invasive weeds of the sea. 
Codium fragile is a cosmopolitan species. Its subspecies 
tomentosoides is considered a potential invasive threat 
in Australian waters according to a CSIRO 2005 report. It 
is regarded as an invasive alien in the Atlantic. 
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The entire plant body of a seaweed is called the thallus. It 
is made up of a stem, the stipe, which has a holdfast with 
finger-like projections called haptera at one end and the 
blades (leaves) at the other. The function of the stipe is to 
support the plant. It can be short or very long, flexible, 
stiff, gas-filled or solid. The blades can be single, 
branched, or feathery. A seaweed can have only one or 
many. Their chief function is to provide a surface for the 
absorption of sunlight. Some also support the 
reproductive structures of the seaweed. Some seaweeds 
also have hollow gas-filled floats called pneumatocysts to 
keep them near the surface for photosynthesis. 

How to sort them out, then? They are grouped by colour, 
green, brown or red, although the real difference is more 
one of chemistry. They contain other light-absorbing 
pigments which give them their final colour. These 
pigments can be red, blue, brown or golden. Green can 
appear brown, and red varies from pink to crimson to 
purple. Blue-green algae are not seaweeds, although 
some form a slimy skin or crust that is exposed at low tide 
in tropical areas or appear as black patches or bands on 
rock faces in the splash zone in temperate areas. 
Rivularia firma forms slippery-feeling gelatinous colonies; 
Simploca feels like soft hair. It can be easy to be 
deceived. 


Green Chlorophyta 

These are typically green, their cells containing pure 
chlorophyll. Colours can vary from yellow-green to 
black-green. Most of the green algae live in freshwater; 
the marine species are mostly in quite shallow waters 
between the tide marks. Many are tolerant of extreme 
environmental conditions, including pollution. A common 
local one is Ulva sp. Sea Lettuce, which can develop 
seasonal blooms and flourish near stormwater outlets. It 
often grows on invertebrates or other algae. U. compressa 
grows both as a ruffled and a cylindrical form, which can 
look quite different. Codium fragile Dead Man's Fingers 
has long forked cylindrical branches up to 30 cm long. It 
appears fluffy underwater and feels velvet-like out of 
water due to hundreds of tiny hair-like filaments on its 
surface. Like all Codium species, this seaweed is 
composed of only a single cell and can repair itself if 
damaged. The type locality for C. pomoides is Port Phillip 
Heads. Caulerpa cactoides, whose shape resembles a 
cactus, was one of the seaweeds in our mystery book 
(see Geelong Naturalist, April 2016), where it is bleached 
and its roundness flattened out. This species is 
associated with a nudibranch, which resembles it in 
shape. Chaetomorpha darwinii, like beautiful green beads, 
is common in rock pools. C. indica looks like a tangled 
green fishing line; it has no holdfast. 


Brown Phaeophyta 

There are 1500-2000 species worldwide and 350 in 
Australian seas. This type of marine algae is brown, olive 
or yellowish-brown in colour. It contains chlorophyll a 
(used in oxygenic photosynthesis) and c (found in certain 
marine algae) and a pigment called fucoxanthin, which 
gives it its colour. Fucoxanthin is not found in other algae 
or plants. Brown seaweeds range in size from the giant 
kelps (great submarine forests clinging to rocky shelves) 
to some of the smallest and crust-forming like Ralfsia. 
Hormosira banksii Neptune's Necklace is very slow- 
growing and is easily broken off by human trampling or 
wild storms and may be damaged and killed by exposure 
on hot days, yet it is the only persistent canopy-forming 
algal species in Victoria. Its thick mats form an important 
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habitat for intertidal invertebrates. No animals are known 
to graze on Hormosira, possibly because it contains 
bad-tasting chemicals. Notheia anomala is an epiphyte, 
growing almost exclusively on Neptune's Necklace. 
Ectocarpus fasciculatus also grows on it. Sargassum 
species have deciduous fronds with only the perennial 
base remaining dormant for most of the year. Some 
Sargassum species start life attached, then break off and 
spend the rest of their life floating, some becoming pelagic 
if broken off. All Sargassums are buoyed up by small 
round air bladders. 


Red Rhodophyta 

There are 5000-5500 species of red seaweeds worldwide, 
1300 of them Australian. They vary greatly in shape— 
leathery, feathery, coral-like, plates, ranging from simple 
one-celled organisms to complex, multi-celled, plant-like 
structures. They can be difficult to identify by appearance 
alone. The most important pigment is phycoerythrin, 
which provides the algae's red pigmentation by reflecting 
red light and absorbing blue light. This means they can be 
found deep in the ocean, down to 250 metres. Red algae 
with little of this pigment may appear more green or blue 
than red due to the other pigments in these algae. Some 
are epiphytes, attached to another seaweed; 15 per cent 
are parasites, obtaining all their nourishment from their 
host. They have lost all their pigment. 


Many genera of red algae have blade-like to wide leaf- 
shaped fronds and in Australia live in deep water. 
Rhodoglossum is delicate and papery. Gigartina radula is 
leathery. Feathery Plocamium mertensii grows in rough 
water up to 50 metres deep; P. mertensii is eaten by 
abalone. Plocamium are very common as drift on the 
shore. Dasyclonium incisum is comb-like and feathery 
with delicate tufts and is usually epiphytic on other 
seaweeds. Griffithsia ovalis has large single cells, up to 
two or three mm wide, forming branched chains of pink 
glistening beads. It also is epiphytic. Gloiosaccion brownii 
has red-brown to red-grey sausage-like bladders up to 16 
cm long arising from its holdfast; they are filled with 
mucilage. This species has been found growing on 
submerged piles in areas of calm to rough wave action to 
a depth of 22 metres. Gracilaria can withstand being 
covered by sand for long periods. G. chilensis is often 
found growing in river mouths and estuaries. It has been 
used as a biofilter in aquaculture. It is harvested for agar 
in Chile. In the 1940s G. secundata was harvested in New 
South Wales. 


Reproduction 

Seaweeds can reproduce asexually, from broken-off 
fragments, or sexually. Sexual reproductive cycles can be 
quite varied. The basic sexual reproduction, called 
alternation of generations, involves the seaweed 
producing male or female zoospores, which develop into 
male or female plants called gametophytes. These in turn 
produce gametes (Sperm or eggs), which join together 
into a zygote, and grow into a sporophyte and then an 
adult seaweed. Sperm and eggs may be released into the 
water or may be retained within the gametophyte. Some 
seaweeds have only a sporophyte (Spore-producing) 
phase. Some red algae have three reproductive phases, 
instead of the two described above. 


Reproductive structures take many forms and occur in 
different places on the thallus. Reproductive structures 
are in cavities (conceptacles) scattered over the surface 
of Hormosira banksii. In Cystophora the conceptacles are 


at the end of lateral branches. In Codium reproductive 
bodies are formed in specialised bodies known as 
gametangia that are found in swollen projections. In 
Sporochnus only the sporophyte phase is known. 
Sporangia are borne in distinct raised patches. Eklonia 
includes an inconspicuous gametophyte phase alternating 
with a more visible sporophyte phase. One species in 
Western Australia has been observed producing 
secondary holdfasts from the apices of lateral branches. 
These holdfasts then separate from the parent. 
Reproductive structures in Sargassum are borne in 
specialised fertile branches known as receptacles; these 
can be found in the axils of lateral branches, but occur 
only at certain times of the year. Dictyota dichotoma uses 
the full moon as a trigger; it has separate male and female 
plants. Ectocarpus siliculosis female gametes emit a 
perfume to attract free-swimming males. 


Seaweeds, especially the reds, have been cultivated for 
food for centuries. Agar from seaweed is used in science 
as a culture medium, in toothpaste, in ice cream and in 
cosmetics. They provide food and habitat for a wide range 


of marine invertebrates. And for those of us who live on 
the coast, they can be a source of wonder and delight. 
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Clean Up Australia Day—Jerringot and Seaview Park 
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Enthusiastic volunteers for Clean Up Australia Day. 
Photo: Barry Lingham 


he annual Clean Up Australia Day was held on 

March 6 with 9 people attending. After a safety 
briefing, the volunteers scouted around the edges of the 
Jerringot wetlands. In addition to collecting the rubbish— 
mainly packaging materials—the group flushed a few 
Latham Snipe hiding in the long grass and reedy areas. 
A few ibis and a spoonbill flew overhead and on seeing 
us working diligently elected not to land but continued on 
their way to another part of the Barwon valley. 


After an hour and half, the group completed the clean-up 
and tallied up the bags collected. 15 bags, slightly less 
than previous years, which demonstrates the value of 
doing this activity regularly to reduce the impact of waste 
on the wetlands environment. Most of the 

rubbish collected was from near the main road and at 
drainage points leading into the wetland where plastic 
bottles had accumulated. 


Most of the group then moved on to Seaview Park where 
morning tea with warm hot cross buns was served. A 
few days earlier, GFNC had been advised by the 


Rod Lowther 





Pimelea glauca Smooth Rice-flower, near Seaview Park. 
Photo: Rod Lowther 


Geelong City council not to undertake a clean-up of the 
reserve due to the presence of some asbestos within the 
reserve. 


The group, therefore, decided to have a brief walk 
through the grasslands instead. With the Smooth 
Rice-flower Pimelea glauca flowering in the area, 
hundreds of White cabbage butterflies and many 
Meadow Argus could be seen. The pink flower of the 
Blushing Bindweed Convolvulus erubescens provided a 
good subject for the photographers within the group, as 
did the delicate blue flower of the Scaevola pallida. 


After about half an hour, the day’s activity finished, 
people voiced a consensus that it would be worthwhile to 
return to Seaview Park for an excursion when many of 
the other plants are in flower. 


Thanks to all the GFNC members who attended the 
Clean Up Australia event and contributed their time and 
efforts in removing rubbish from these reserves and 
general public areas. 
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Mid-week Bird Group excursion: Inverleigh and Pollocksford 
24 March 2016 


Leader: Lorraine Phelan 


Lorraine Phelan 


here are well-maintained walking tracks along the 

Leigh River at Inverleigh. From the picnic reserve we 
crossed the bridge and walked west on the north side to 
the swing bridge and back along the south side, a 
distance of about two kilometres. 


Murgheboluc Reserve. A highlight was seeing 
Wedge-tailed Eagles at both Murgheboluc and 


After morning tea in the picnic shelter near the bridge, we 
drove back to Pollocksford with a brief stop at the 


Pollocksford. At Pollocksford we walked along the 


Barwon River west of the bridge before pulling out our 


It’s a lovely walk at any time of the year and participants 
enjoyed the walk on a calm morning. We saw 42 species 
of birds but, surprisingly, very few birds on the water. The 
cockatoos and parrots were well represented and it was 
lovely to see Yellow-rumped Thornbills, Red-browed 
Finches and Black-faced Cuckoo-shrikes. 


just as we were about to leave. 


eBird links to bird lists: 


chairs for lunch in the delightful surroundings, entertained 
by the flock of domestic Guinea-fowl that grazed nearby. 
Two Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos flew low overhead 


Inverleigh 
Murgheboluc 
Pollocksford 


Bird list for the day 


Helmeted Guinea-fowl (domestic) 
Pacific Black Duck 

Spotted Dove 

Crested Pigeon 

Whistling Kite 

Wedge-tailed Eagle 

Brown Falcon 

Dusky Moorhen 

Eurasian Coot 

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 
Galah 

Long-billed Corella 

Little Corella 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
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Purple-crowned Lorikeet 
Crimson Rosella 

Eastern Rosella 
Red-rumped Parrot 
Blue-winged Parrot 
Laughing Kookaburra 
Brown Treecreeper 
Superb Fairy-wren 
White-browed Scrubwren 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
Spotted Pardalote 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
Red Wattlebird 

New Holland Honeyeater 









Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Grey Shrikethrush 
Australian Magpie 

Willie Wagtail 

Little Raven 

Restless Flycatcher 
Magpie-lark 
Golden-headed Cisticola 
Welcome Swallow 
Common Blackbird 
Common Starling 
Common Myna 
Red-browed Finch 
House Sparrow 


Preening time for a 
Tawny Frogmouth 
| family. Barwon River, 
Newtown. April 2016. 
| Photo: Hannah Aimer 


Bell’s Beach, Wave car park area, fauna survey 
14—17 April 2016 


GPS at survey site 55 263120E, 575032N, alt. 56 m 
All trapping carried out in accordance with our WSIAEC approval 23.15 and DELWP permit 100651 (extension). 


Location 

The survey site was along a watercourse, now dry, that 
leads from above the walking path north of the car-park 
to the ocean. At some time in the past, the path has been 
diverted around the head of the gully but remnants of the 
former path closer to the coast remain. The Elliott traps 
were set between the existing path and the former one. 


Weather 
Initially fine, mild and sunny, but became showery, then 
cold with a wind off the ocean. 


Elliott traps 
40 small Elliott traps were set along the sides of the 
depression. 


E1-10 and E31-40 were set on the south-west side and 
E11-30 were on the north-east side. 


Results 


15/04/16: E30 Bush Rat Rattus fuscipes, wt 105 g 
16/04/16: E15 Swamp Rat Rattus lutreolus, wt 105 g 
E16 Bush Rat wt 160 g 
E19 Swamp Antechinus Antechinus minimus, 
female wt 45 g 
E26 Swamp Rat, male wt 132 g 
E29 Bush Rat, female wt 109 g 
17/04/16: E11 Swamp Rat, female wt 93 g 
E21 Swamp Antechinus, male wt 66 g 
E27 Bush Rat, female wt 102 g 
E32 Bush Rat, female wt 108 g 





Gully near Bell’s Beach where two Swamp Antechinus were caught. 


Photo: Chrissy Freestone 


Trevor Pescott 


Comments 

These were the first Swamp Antechinuses we have 
caught in the area where a dead male had been found 
previously. The two traps where they were caught were 
about 20 m apart on the same side of the depression. 


With the exception of one Bush Rat (E32) all of the 
mammals were caught in the traps set on the north-east 
side of the depression; perhaps this is because it is 
moister than the south-west side, although this is not 
particularly obvious on the ground. 


The north-east is slightly shaded from the summer sun 
and the driving rain from the south-west is more 
concentrated there, and this may make the difference. 


Other fauna 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo: about 25 seen grazing in the 
paddock inland from the car park where a small area of 
remnant vegetation exists. One observed at the trapping 
site. 

Red Fox: scats and possible dens noted. 

European Rabbit: abundant scrapes and scats noted. 


Thanks 
To Surf Coast Shire for permission to carry out the 
survey in a reserve under their management. 


To Helen, Lance, Phil, Deborah, Tracey and Chrissy for 
setting, checking and collecting the traps. 





Swamp Rat, Bell’s Beach. 


Photo: Chrissy Freestone 


For next fauna surveys, please go to page 14. 
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Fauna report 


ow that the wetter weather is approaching, at least | 

hope it /s approaching, we can begin to record the 
sightings and calls of frogs. So far four species are on 
our monthly list, but both the range of species and the 
number of observations should increase in wetter 
weather. By the same token, the frequency of reptile 
reports is likely to decrease unless we resort to some 
log-rolling and tile checks. 


Mammal observations need not drop, of course, and we 
will continue to do our regular surveys, this month at Mt 
Rothwell and next month at Yaugher. 


At the time of writing our DELWP and Parks Victoria 

permits have not come through to us, and the latter in 
particular has become quite complex with the need to 
have an approved OH&S strategy for each survey on 


Trevor Pescott 


land managed by PV. The Field Naturalists Club of 
Victoria has been very helpful by providing copies of their 
strategy and the forms they submit when trapping in PV 
reserves. We will sort this out in time of course, but it has 
been a bit time-consuming and we are not yet in the 
clear. 


Camera work is proving to be very interesting with some 
short videos obtained on my own camera, and | hope we 
will be able to buy a couple of the cheap Aldi cameras 
which, while not as high quality as Scoutguard or 
Recconex cameras, do an excellent job. And we do have 
the three Pix Controller cameras that give high quality 
colour still photographs. 


Mammals 


Swamp Antechinus 
Agile Antechinus 


Fat-tailed Dunnart 
Koala 


Common Brushtail 
Possum 


Long-nosed Potoroo 


Microbat species 


Bush Rat 


Swamp Rat 
Red Fox 
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17/04/16 
23/03/16 


25/04/16 
26/04/16 
31/01/16 


10/04/16 


22/04/16 
06/03/16 


23/03/16 
02/04/16 


12/04/16 


23/03/16 
02/04/16 


09/04/16 


20/04/16 
23/04/16 
23/04/16 


23/04/16 


23/03/16 
17/04/16 
17/04/16 
13/04/16 


Bell’s Beach—see separate report. 


Kent’s Road, Yaugher, photographed at 'honeypot' set on a tree-trunk 
2m above the ground. 


Yaugher, photographed as above near Boundary Road. 
Wooloomanata, found under a tile. 

Meredith, noted sitting in a gum-tree above Whinray Road, awake and 
alert, avoiding looking at me. 11.30 a.m. 

Otway Ranges, crossed the Apollo Bay-Forrest Road near the first 
hair-pin bend above Skene’s Creek at 4.30 p.m. 

Observed in Bamganie State Forest. 


Meredith; on a garage roof at Eclipse Creek, Whinray Road. It climbed 
onto an overhanging branch and went higher in the tree, 8.40 p.m. It 
has been seen and heard regularly since then. 


Yaugher, photographed on video. 
You Yangs, standing in a paddock off the eastern side of the park. 


Karaaf Wetlands, in mobs of 5, 7 and about 23. 
Yaugher, photographed on video. 


You Yangs, standing among saplings beside Great Circle drive south of 
Toynes Road. It was in an exposed situation and did not move when we 
passed close by — it may have been old, sick or injured. 


Highton, bounding along the Barwon River bank, heading west to go 
under the Ring Road bridge. 

Otway Ranges, foraging beside Skene’s Creek at 5.15 p.m. 
Bamganie, noted in the State Forest. 


Balyang Sanctuary, bounded south to bike path, then west; later sighted 
in the Yollinko Wetland west of Princes Bridge, 12.30 p.m. 


Cargarie; it was under a tarp covering some firewood. Not sure of 
species but about 50 mm body length. 


Yaugher, photographed on video. 
Bell’s Beach—see separate report. 
Bell’s Beach—see separate report. 


Moorabool; a scrawny individual crossed Viaduct Road where it was 
harassed by a magpie that repeatedly dived at it. 
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Red Fox Fox and adsthalian Magpie, Viaduct Road, Moorabool. 
Photo: Trevor Pescott 


April 2016. 


Herps 


Eastern Banjo Frog 
(Pobblebonk) 


Common Froglet 


Eastern Smooth Frog (Vic. 


Smooth Froglet) 
Brown Tree Frog © 


Eastern Three-lined Skink 


Pale-flecked Garden 
Sunskink (Garden Skink) 


White’s Skink 


Eastern Blue-tongued 
Lizard 


Little Whip Snake 


Observers: 


s 4 
wenn 


Several 


CCo, Colin Cook; CFr, Chrissy 
Freestone; DHe, Dean Hewish; DTy, 
David Tytherleigh; GD, Guy Dutson; 
GFNC, Geelong Field Naturalists Club; 
GGt, Geoff Gates; JN, John Newman; 


KCo, Kristen Cook; MHe, Marilyn 


P 7 won 
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21/04/16 


25/04/16 


23/04/16 


13/04/16 
18/04/16 
18/04/16 


16/03/16 


28/04/16 


22/01/16 


18/04/16 


Jan.’16 


16/04/16 


28/04/16 


Hewish; PSc, Paul Schillier; SCr, Seth 
Craven; TP, Trevor Pescott: 


WCo, Wendy Cook. 


have recently come across another seaweed album 

similar to the mystery one | described in April 2016 Out 
and about. You can find details on the National Museum 
Australia's People and Environmental blog: https:// 
pateblog.nma.gov.au/2015/04/21/seeing-seaweed/. 


The album contains seaweeds almost exclusively from 


roy i, | iy 





Two Agile Antechinuses at a ‘honey-pot’, caught on remote camera 
placed by Trevor Pescott at Yaugher. April 2016. 


Newtown, hopping out of the driveway onto the road after rain, 10.20 p.m. 


Brisbane Ranges, heard calling from beside the walking track through 
Anakie Gorge 


Yaugher, heard calling at night. They called during the following day as 
well as at night. 


Fyansford; heard call from beside the Moorabool River. 
Balyang Sanctuary. 


Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, under debris on a cool sunny day after a 
cold rainy day. 


Yaugher, a small individual, sun-basking. 


Lees Bridge, Balliang, under separate tiles beside the Little River, very 
small individuals. 

Eclipse Creek, Meredith; on grass next to a path through the garden. It 
had small black ants walking over it and | thought it was dead but it was 
very active when Kristen picked it up and moved it some distance away. 
Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, one in the open, the other under wood on 
the ground, on a cool sunny day after a cold rainy day. 

Eclipse Creek, Meredith; appears to live in the garage, under and behind 
shelves, and comes out to sun-bask on a strip of concrete. 

Old Melbourne Road, Little River; one large adult and two small 
individuals. 


Lees Bridge, Balliang, under one tile beside the Little River. 





H Long-nosed Potoroo, caught on 
i) remote camera placed by Trevor 
su) Pescott at Yaugher. April 2016. 





Another seaweed album 


Valda Dedman 


1850s until the 1880s. Unlike ours, the locality and date 
of each specimens is recorded, but there are no scientific 
or common names. The album appears larger than ours 
and in better condition. The Museum regards it as very 
valuable and has been carefully photographing each 


page. 


Port Phillip Bay, from St Kilda to Queenscliff, from the 
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Butterfly report 
Valda Dedman 


fter a good start, butterflies seem to have become 
scarce, all except the ubiquitous Cabbage Whites, 
which are still everywhere. The unusual Chequered 


forget to use this facility for recording, as well as 
Facebook for discussion. 


Observers 


Copper was still in the paddock at Highton. | did hear of 
hundreds of Saltbush blues on Mud Island, and many 
Meadow Argus at Seaview Park, but they have not 
officially been recorded on our website. Please do not 


Greenish Grass-dart 


Varied Sword-grass Brown 
Common Brown 


Meadow Argus 


Yellow Admiral 
Chequered Copper 


Saltbush Blue 
Common Blue 


The Big Otway Tree Plant 2016 


al 
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04/4/16 


31/3/16 
31/3/16 


05/4/16 


02/4/16 
05/4/16 
05/4/16 
02/4/16 


28/3/16 
28/3/16 


Woodlands Estate, Ocean 
Grove 


Anglesea heath Gum Flat 
Long Forest NCR 


Woodlands Estate, Ocean 
Grove 


Highton 
Geelong Botanic Gardens 
Highton 
Highton 


Breamlea 
Breamlea 


Sat 18 & Sun 19 June 2016 
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DHe, Dean Hewish; JCrr, Jenny Carr; JCv, Jade Craven; 
JN, John Newman; LPh, Lorraine Phelan; MHe, Marilyn 
Hewish; TFI, Tom Fletcher. 


2 present over the last week, feeding on 
white daisy bush. 


1 


2 females flew through Happy Valley 
carpark. 
1 


3 in paddock. 
2 photographed. 
1 at 10 a.m. in garden in sunshine. 


1 at least still present in same paddock as 
earlier in Season. 


1 on saltbush. 
2 mating. 


Conservation Ecology Centre 
Cape Otway 


ee 


Join the Conservation Ecology Centre to 
regreen Cape Otway for the local wildlife. 


Help out with tree guard maintenance as 
well as planting and protecting new and 
existing revegetation areas. 


Bimbi Park have generously offered all 
volunteers free camping at Bimbi Park 
(www.bimbipark.com.au) from the evening 
of the 17th until the day of 19th June. If 
you would prefer a caravan or cabin 
please contact Bimbi Park directly. 


RSVP to Mark at: 
mark@conservationecologycentre.org 
if you would like to attend. 


For more information about this 
event go to: 


www.conservationecologycentre.org/20 
16/01/the-big-otway-tree-plant-2016/ 





Risky migration is fraught with danger 
John Newman 


Sunday, 25 April 2016 were quickly interrupted by the stealth and speed of the 
hat began for Craig Morley, David Tytherleigh and Hobbies intent on a morning feed of these desperate 
myself, as an opportunistic viewing of a pair of smaller birds. Time after time the honeyeaters retreated 

Australian Hobbies on the Hamilton Hwy just west of back to the shelterbelt while their numbers swelled and 


Geelong, soon revealed itself to be the witnessing of a life | another attempt north was made. As we left the site, the 
and death struggle—the urge to migrate versus the risks smaller birds were still agitated and noisy in the 

of predation. Dozens of migrating Red Wattlebirds, shelterbelt, their departure inevitable but their predators 
Yellow-faced Honeyeaters and White-naped Honeyeaters equally anticipating the final dash. 

were massing in the last few trees of a long shelterbelt, 

faced with a vast empty plain to cross before any further 

shelter was available. Their forays over the paddocks 





Australian Hobby and Long-billed Corella, Hamilton Highway. Photos: David Tytherleigh 
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The Feather Map of Australia project aims to collect waterbit and 
These feathers will be ae eau able 2C 
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Vale Judy Rowe 


tis with great sadness that we record the passing of 

longstanding club member Judy Rowe. Older Club 
members will most likely remember Judy with her 
second husband, the geologist Stan Rowe, who was a 
founding member of the GFNC. However, Judy’s inter- 
est in the natural world, and particularly things geologi- 
cal, went back much further. When she and her first 
husband Doug Semmens moved to Alvie, near the Red 
Rocks volcanic site in the Victorian Volcanic Plains, 
family trips hunting for tektites were a popular weekend 
activity. 


Quiet and unassuming, Judy was nevertheless always 
ready to share her knowledge with other Club members 
and ran excursions for the Biodiversity Group, brought 
in specimens to general meetings and assisted Club 
members with identifying geological samples. 


Judy’s passion in later life was minerals and, in 
particular, micro-mineral photography. She was a keen 


Pseudobrookite, from the old quarry on the middle hill of The Anakies. 
This photo featured in ‘Photo of the day’ on Mindat.org in 21 Feb 2009. 


Deborah Evans 


member of the Mineralogical Society of Victoria and 
talked to us in 2005 on some of the minerals she had 
found in and around the The Anakies scoria cones on 
excursions with the Society. She was also a volunteer 
for 12 years with Museum Victoria, working on the 
database records for their mineral collection. 


The Club extends its deepest sympathies to Judy’s 
family. 


(To see some of Judy’s wonderful micro-mineral 
photographs, go to the ‘Past Photo of the Day’ section 
of the Mindat website at: 
http:/Awww.mindat.org/gallery.php?potd=1 

Filter by Country (Australia), and scroll, starting from 
about page 3 (late 2013 and earlier). And enjoy 
everybody else’s amazing photographs as well!) 


Bright pinkish-red pyrope garnets from an ultramafic volcanic pipe 
near Meredith. ‘Photo of the day’ on Mindat.org 26 Feb 2014. 


Photos: Judy Rowe. Reproduced with the kind permission of Judy’s family. 


Boneseeding in the You Yangs 
Saturday 21 May 2016 


Once again the Saddle will require our autumn attention. The area uphill from the east/west walking path still 
remains the best example of Boneseed control in the You Yangs with regeneration widely evident. Why not come 
and see for yourself? We will carry out the usual removal of any regrowth on ‘the hill’ and numbers permitting, 
further clearing to the west, downhill from the west walking path. Hope to see you there. 


When: Saturday 21 May between 9.30 a.m.—3.00 p.m. Please try to arrive before 10.00 a.m. to aid our work plan. 


Where: Follow the GFNC signs on the Great Circle Drive to Rockwell Rd—the gate will be 
unlocked, please close again after entering as this is normally a restricted road. Proceed to the ‘T’ intersection and 


park there. 


Bring: Gloves, eye protection (some safety glasses may be available if you don’t have any), mattock. 
Please wear suitable clothing, long sleeves, trousers and robust footwear. Plus, water, morning tea/lunch, 


sunscreen, hat or raingear, depending on the weather. 


Contact: 


Beforehand: Deborah Evans 5243 8687 or Rob Beardsley 5241 1951. 


On the day: Rob Beardsley 0455 432 353 (Note: new number). 
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Bird group meeting: Birds of Colombia and Venezuela—Richard Loyn 
21 April 2016 


R ichard Loyn is well known for his research into bird 
ecology and involvement in major bird surveys. 


In 1983, Richard undertook a solo backpacking tour of 
South America and managed to see 600 species of birds 
in three months. Although Richard prefers to organise his 
own bird-watching, he recently decided to take 
commercially guided tours of Venezuela and Colombia 
with Sunbird. The tours lasted three weeks each and he 
managed to see 600 bird species in each country. 


Colombia is a prosperous country and appears to be well 
governed. Venezuela has more natural resources than 
Colombia and is wealthier overall but it is less well 
governed and currently has 140% annual inflation. 


Colombia and Venezuela have different sets of birds. 


Dean Hewish 


Colombia includes the northern parts of the Andes, which 
create isolated bird populations of a number of different 
species. Colombia also has a desert region with its own 
bird fauna. 


Richard displayed very many excellent photographs, 
mostly his own, of the birds he encountered during the 
tours. The plumage colours were amazing. The bird 
species he showed are too numerous to list. However, his 
verbal travelogue was engaging and gave an impression 
of these fascinating parts of the world with their beautiful 
and diverse bird fauna. 


Richard acknowledged the expertise of the bird tour 
guides and organisers. 


SEANA boat trips around the bay 





Looking at an egg sac of a sea snail on the way to Mud Islands. 


s we had our grandson with us on the Saturday, we 

didn’t book for the all-day birding trip to Mud Islands, 
but instead booked the half-day dredging boat trip. 
Although the dredging didn’t go ahead, a thoroughly 
enjoyable boat trip on a calm, sunny day took us to South 
Channel Fort where we had a look at the tunnels and 
fortifications, then to Mud Islands where we were able to 
disembark onto the sand. While we were there we had 
the opportunity to look at some of the life found in the 
seagrass meadows which are being monitored by Parks 
Victoria as part of a long-term survey they are 
conducting. Pipefish were a highlight, along with the egg 
case of a sea Snail containing thousands of eggs which 
look like grains of sand. We headed back via Chinaman’s 
Hat where a tour group was swimming with the seals, 
and Pope’s Eye where we spent a short time looking at 
the gannets. 


On Sunday, we headed out again, stopping at South 
Channel Fort. This time the windy weather had brought a 
group of Black-faced Cormorants to shelter on the jetty 


Susan Kruss 





Mud Islands excursion. Photos: Susan Kruss 
where we were able to take close-up photos, while a row 
of adult and juvenile Crested Terns watched from the 
railing. After exploring the Fort, we headed out into the 
bay where the rough seas forced us to turn back. We 
stopped for a brief landing on Mud Islands where | 
photographed a Golden-headed Cisticola, but the tide 
was on its way out so we had to get quickly back on 
board before the boat became beached. This time we 
spent longer at Pope’s Eye observing and photographing 
the gannets, including at least four juvenile birds. We 
then motored to the northern end of Swan Bay where we 
observed a large group of Royal Spoonbills with a few 
Yellow-Billed Spoonbills, a Great Egret and two Pied 
Oystercatchers, and on another sand spit a large group 
of Pied, Little Pied and Great Cormorants. For an 
excursion that was not designed around birding, this one 
had plenty to offer. 


Thank you to Diana Primrose who led us on a very 
interesting excursion, adapted to the sea conditions on 
the day. 
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Building the bigger picture—the Victorian Biodiversity Atlas 
(and why we should be using it) 
Chrissy Freestone 


uring a SWIFFT (State Wide Integrated Flora and 

Fauna Teams) teleconference earlier this year, 
well-known Australian ecologist, Peter Menkhorst, spoke 
of the dearth of recorded data on the distribution and 
abundance of fauna species, mammals and herps in 
particular, throughout Victoria. He noted that whilst 
much is already known of many high-profile species, 
such as Leadbeater’s Possum and Brush-tailed Rock 
Wallaby to name but two, the picture is sketchier when it 
comes to what we know about the current distribution of 
many fauna species in our state. It was at this point that 
Peter mentioned the Victorian Biodiversity Atlas (VBA), 
for which he is one of the reviewers, and encouraged 
people to submit observations to the database (including 
even incidental sightings like a Ring-tailed Possum in the 
backyard) in order to help build a better picture of the 
fauna ‘landscape’. 


So what exactly is the Victorian Biodiversity Atlas? 

The VBA is a database managed by the Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning and is a 
web-based information system designed to manage 
information about the abundance of wildlife in Victoria. It 
is used by government agencies, environmental 
consultants, researchers and the public to share 
information. Included in the database are ‘...vertebrate 
and invertebrate animals, fungi, vascular and 
non-vascular plants from terrestrial and aquatic 
environments’. More information about the VBA may be 


viewed at: http:/Awww.depi.vic.gov.au/environment-and- 
wildlife/biodiversity/victorian-biodiversity-atlas. 


Whilst the VBA is a comprehensive database used 
primarily to collect datasets from scientific surveys, there 


Victorian Biodiversity Atlas 
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is the facility to submit general observations by 
individuals, and it is this feature that | would like to 
encourage members to use to record their sightings. To 
clarify, | am referring in this instance specifically to 
mammals, invertebrates and herps, since the recording 
of avian fauna is well catered for through eBird and 
Birdlife Australia’s Birdata. 


Many GFNC members are regularly out and about, 
seeing and observing fauna in a range of habitats in the 
Geelong region, and are thus a rich source of 
information. With their experience and expertise field 
nats are in a better position than most to help build a 
richer picture of fauna abundance and distribution. 
Whilst sightings are regularly recorded and submitted to 
the Geelong Naturalist as well as to the GFNC 
observations website, the data trail generally ends there. 
Results from the club’s regular fauna surveys are 
submitted to the VBA; however, with a few exceptions, 
individual fauna sightings submitted to the Club are not 
added to the VBA. 


| know that some will ask (as | did): what about the 
Atlas of Living Australia, to which anyone can easily add 
sightings, where data is publicly viewable and which has 
an automated system of ‘checks and flags’? Certainly 
the ALA is an excellent and well-managed database. 
However, in recent correspondence with Mel Hardie 
(Senior Biodiversity Curator, Environment & Climate 
Change, DELWP), Mel explained: 


‘...for Victoria, the VBA aims to be the source of truth, 
and is the only dataset that holds the current accepted 
taxonomy for the state across all taxon groups, is the 
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verified record of species occurrence and distribution in 
the state. It is the only dataset that holds the current state 
conservation status (other datasets are ad hoc when they 
update this) and we monitor and update the national and 
international conservation status dynamically in the VBA 
too. As such it is the core dataset used by the Government 
in decision making, so if species observations are not 
in the VBA, there is a risk that inadvertent damage can 
be done [my italics] (e.g. in land clearing decisions, 
emergency management etc.)’. 


The key point to emphasise here is the importance of VBA 
data in decision-making processes. This, together with its 
taxonomic accuracy and regular updating of conservation 
status, provides a strong argument for submitting 
observations to the VBA rather than to the ALA, to which 
vetted VBA data is eventually added. 


The authoritative nature of the VBA is due to its more 
rigorous review process, thus ensuring the integrity of the 
data. 





Port Phillip Bay, seen on one of the SEANA excursions. 
Photos: Susan Kruss 


Step-by-step instructions for adding general observations 
to VBA are available on the GFNC website, located under 
the Observations tab. Initial registration for VBA is 
required, but this is a simple process with confirmation 
received in a matter of days. 


Even if you’re not submitting observations there are other 
features of VBA that are useful. For example you can 
create reports on the distribution of a particular species or 
explore specific locations to establish which species have 
been found there. 


| encourage members, in the spirit of our club’s core 
values, to add their sightings to VBA to help build a 

more comprehensive picture of the fauna (and flora) in our 
area. This will robustly add to the body of data ultimately 
used to inform decisions that may otherwise adversely 
affect the inhabitants of our beautiful natural world— 

the inspiration for the club’s existence in the first place. 





What’s up? 


hree astronomical events of interest occurred in 
April. 


Firstly, the full Moon appeared smaller than usual. The 
Moon’s orbit is elliptical rather than circular and at 
regular intervals it is either closer to the Earth or more 
distant than average. The latest full Moon appeared 
noticeably smaller. The waning moon in early May will 
also appear unusually small. 


Another event was actually spoiled by the Moon. The 
Lyrid meteor shower (meaning that the meteors appear 
to be coming from the constellation Lyra, the Lyre) 
occurred from 16—25 April but the weather and the light 


Dean Hewish 


from the full Moon made it an event seen only by 
determined observers. 


The third event was the fly-by of a newly discovered 
asteroid, 2016F Y3. It passed 2.4 million kilometres from 
the Earth. This might seem to be a long distance but it's 
quite close by astronomical measures. The asteroid is 
approximately 310 metres wide. The relatively close 
approach allowed amateur astronomers to capture 
images. One of these can be viewed on 
Spaceweather.com for 25 April. The asteroid is now on 
its way back to where it came from, the asteroid belt 
between Mars and Jupiter. 
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Next fauna surveys 


Mt Rothwell Sanctuary, Little River 
6-7 May 2016 


Tile check and spotlight glider survey on Friday and Saturday 
This is a wonderful opportunity to undertake some survey work on Mt Rothwell Sanctuary. 


Friday 6 May: 10.00 a.m. Meet at the information centre. We will spend the day checking the several sets of 
tiles that have been on the reserve for some time, and this will give us an opportunity to find and decide on the best 
way to check the glider nest-boxes on Saturday night. 


Saturday 7 May: 10.00 a.m. Meet at the information centre. We can spend the day in the woodland area. You 
will need to bring an evening meal if you intend joining the evening survey. 


At 6.00 p.m. we will move to observation sites and watch what leaves the nest-boxes. Following that we will do 
a spotlight search for Sugar Gliders and other nocturnal fauna in the woodland area. 


The glider boxes are not in the area where the night-walks take place. 


Please let me know if you intend joining in and at what time you will arrive i.e 10.00 a.m., 2.00 p.m .or 6.00 p.m. 


Long weekend campout at Yaugher 
10—13 June 2016 


We will do surveys in areas that have been burnt in the past to check what species are present. Some space is 
available at our house at Yaugher; camping at the Forrest caravan park or at Lake Elizabeth are alternatives, or book 
in at the Forrest Guesthouse. 


The weekend will be popular with bike-riders so book early! 
Friday 10 June, 1.00 p.m.: Meet at 2210 Forrest-Barwon Downs Road. 


Saturday 11 June to Monday 13 June, 8.00 a.m.: Meet as above to check traps. 





Hoary-headed Grebe Female Mis- 
Taken on the SEANA excursion to Mason’s Farm, Bellarine Peninsula. Photos: Susan Kruss 


Don’t forget to check out the 
Moolap Wetlands website 
and Facebook page 
for information, photos, and news relating 
to the future of this significant 
wetlands area. 


www.moolapwetlands.gfnc.org.au 


www.facebook.com/ 
SaveMoolapSaltfields/ 


Home Where is Moolap? Moolap brochures Media ee ee ee Me Contact 
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March-April Bird Observations—some highlights 


VW ith a large number of records being submitted this 
month, by many of Geelong’s enthusiastic birders, 
many sites have been visited representing the very 
varied habitats on offer in our district including many that 
are seldom surveyed. All the records referred to in these 
notes, and many more, can be found on the GFNC 
web-site at: 
http://Awww.gfnc.org.au/observations/bird-observations. 


While many of us have celebrated the gradual spread of 
Darters along the Barwon River over recent years, it 
was interesting to have seven birds at Melton Reservoir. 
Similarly a pair of Azure Kingfishers, in the last light of 
the day at Lake Elizabeth, was a pleasing record for 
these birds which are uncommon in the Geelong area. 
The Anglesea Heathland continues to provide sightings 
of Olive Whistler, Beautiful Firetail and Southern 
Emu-Wren for birders keen to observe these 
reclusive wet forest and heathland birds. Similarly the 
dry country of the northern Brisbane Ranges still 
provides habitat for the much sought after Diamond 
Firetail. 


It is noteworthy for spring-summer migrants being 
recorded well into April. These observations include 
Australian Reed-Warblers at several sites, including 
a first record for the species on Mud Islands, during the 
SEANA excursion, of a bird singing. This is a most 
unusual location and habitat, something that can occur 
for this species during migration. Reports of Dusky 
Woodswallows from numerous locations, have 
continued well after the spring-summer peak. 


John Newman & Craig Morley 


Other birds are more reliable in their presence at this 
time of year including Pink Robins and Rose Robins 
along the Barwon River corridor. Flame Robins are 
moving out to the more open areas as expected and 
Gang-gang Cockatoos are being seen widely. White 
morph Grey Goshawks are more readily seen in our 
district over the autumn—winter months and have been 
seen in many places by enraptured observers. 
Numerous records of Restless Flycatchers have been 
submitted this season in new locations, a bird which — 


excites observers at any time of the year. = 


Winter flocking is a common bird phenomenon after 
breeding season and this has been seen with 
White-winged Choughs, Yellow-tailed 

Black -Cockatoos and Blue-winged Parrots. Lake 
Connewarre seems to be a stronghold for larger flocks of 
these Neophema parrots over winter. 


Intermediate Egrets are rare in the Geelong district 
so a record of two at Anglesea was most remarkable. 
Pacific Gulls away from the immediate coast are not 
common and so were noted with great interest also at 
Lake Connewarre. Winter waders have shown 
themselves locally with flocking of Hooded Plovers and 
Double-banded Plovers. Red-necked Stints are still 
present in good numbers with many in gorgeous 
orange-red plumage preparing to migrate to the far 
northern hemisphere and some, mostly first year young 
birds, settling in for the winter season of rest and 
maturation. 





Royal and Yellow-billed Spoonbills with Pied Oystercatcher in the foreground, Swan Bay. April 2016. 
Photo: Susan Kruss 
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Mid-week Bird Group excursion 
Wooloomanata in autumn 
Thursday 26 May 2016 
Leader: Craig Morley 


Once again we have been granted permission to visit 
this private property to the west of the You Yangs. 
This visit provides an opportunity for us to investigate 
this fascinating area at different season to the usual 
mid-late spring visit. Come and join us to see what 
turns up. 


Meet: 9.00 a.m. inside the entrance to 
Wooloomanata off Sandy Creek Rd. 


You Yangs 
Regional Park 


Craig will be waiting here. Please be punctual, as you 
may get left behind; we will then drive into the 
property and park well away from the main road. 

NB: no car-pooling arrangements at other venues 
have been made. 


Finish: approximately 12.15 p.m. or later if you 
wish to stay for lunch. 


Bring: Water/drinks and light snacks to carry 
along the creek. Binoculars, camera (optional), 
telescope (optional), sunscreen, insect repellent, hat, 
raingear, a warm jacket and sturdy shoes/boots. 
Please bring lunch if you’d like to stay on. 


Enquiries: Craig 5221 4604 (or 0429 196 634 on the 
morning of the excursion). 


Membership renewal 


Membership renewals are coming in steadily, but 
we'd love to have them all as soon as possible. You 
can download the form from the GFNC website if 
you've misplaced your hardcopy renewal 

form. Please remember to sign the form and 
complete the sections about our online email 
information list and receiving the 

Geelong Naturalist online. 
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Library Working Bee 
Saturday 28 May 2016 
9.00 a.m 
Geelong Botanic Gardens Meeting Room 


We need a few helpers to help put our library in proper 
order. We'll have a cuppa together and finish about 12 
midday. 


Contact: Lorraine 0419 593 165 


GFNC Excursion 
Sunday 22 May 2016 


Jerringot and urban Geelong Wetlands 


This excursion will stay closer to home, investigating 
some of the variety of wetlands managed by the City of 
Greater Geelong within the Geelong city area. 


Meet: 9:00 a.m. at Jerringot wetlands, opposite the 
bird hide. We will check the birds and wetland plants. 
The GFNC has had a long association with this 
wetland and we will discuss recent planned changes 
agreed between CoGG and the GFNC. 


Depart for Balyang Sanctuary and then South Valley 
Rd Retarding Basin. If time permits, we will visit the 
Waurn Ponds Creek between Pioneer Rd and 
Rossack Rd and/or around Grove Rd. Revegetation 
works have improved the riparian habitat of this urban 
waterway. 


Bring: Lunch, drinks, snacks. Wet weather gear 
and strong footwear, hat, binoculars, camera. 


For more information, contact Rod on 5243 7037 or 
Barry on 0417 115 109 


Orange-bellied Parrot Surveys 
Saturday 21 and Sunday 22 May 2016 


If you would like to participate in either of these 
surveys or both, please contact Craig ASAP to get 
signed up. 


Craig Morley 
Bellarine Peninsula Orange-bellied Parrot Regional 
Group Co-ordinator 
craigmorley5@bigpond.com 


Mailing roster 
May: Chrissy Freestone 
June: Joan & Tibor Korn 





Coming events 


MAY 2016 JUNE 2016 
General Meeting/Wider Geelong Flora lecture: Pat Wright— General Meeting: Ken McColl—Pest control: viruses in carp 
Who’s the smartest, plants or animals? Fauna survey, campout at Yaugher 
Fauna survey, Mt Rothwell Sanctuary Plant Group: Meeting, sharing photos and observations 
Plant Group: Meeting, sharing photos and observations Cadets: Meeting 
Excursion: CoGG reserves Bird Group: Marcel Klaassen—Shorebirds: some aspects of 
Cadets: Meeting their biology 
Bird Group: Richard Weatherly—Some thoughts on animals Excursion: Winter wetlands 
and birds in art Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Bells Beach 
Orange-bellied Parrot Survey—Craig Morley 
Boneseed pull—You Yangs. 
Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Wooloomanata in autumn 


GFNC COMMITTEE 2016-2017 


President Vacant 

Vice-President Vacant 

Immediate Past President Barry Lingham 5255 4291 lingham@tpg.com.au 

Secretary Rod Lowther 5243 7037 rod.lowther@live.com 

Treasurer Tracey Hinton 5243 9973 tracey.hinton@gmail.com 

Minute Secretary Rod Lowther 5247 1537 rod.lowther@live.com 

Membership Officer Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 

Committee Member 

. Dean Hewish 0409 231 755 myibook@iprimus.com.au 

David Boyle 5250 1039 davidboyle48@gmail.com 
Graham Possingham 5243 6997 g.possingham@gmail.com 
Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
Barry Lingham 5255 4291 lingham@tpg.com.au 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 
Bird Group Craig Morley 5221 4604 craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
Conservation Adviser Bruce Lindsay 5223 2394 bruce. lindsayS2@gmail.com 
Editor Chrissy Freestone 0417 379 033 chrissy.freestone@iinet.net.au 
Sub-editor Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
Geelong Bird Report Craig Morley 5221 4604 craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
Jerringot Group Bela Bard-Brucker 5243 7072 bbardbrucker@gmail.com 
Librarian Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 lphelan@bigpond.com.au 
Fauna Survey Group Trevor Pescott 5243 4368 ppescott@optusnet.com.au 
Web-master Dean Hewish 0409 231 755 myibook@iprimus.com.au 
Eco Book Group Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 lphelan@bigpond.com.au 
General Meeting Minutes Vacant — — 
Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 

Convenor Lynne Clarke 0439 390 801 alynneclarke@gmail.com 

Cadets Jeff Dagg 0419 551 847 gfncadets@gmail.com 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 
The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening, 30 May 2016 


Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—appropriately labelled, in jpeg format—to the editor, 
Chrissy Freestone: chrissy.freestone@iinet.net.au 


GFNC meetings are held in the Geelong Botanic Gardens meeting room, and start at 8.00 p.m. 
Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. [VWelway 452 G4] 


Copyright: 
The Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. aims to make information accessible to a wide audience. 


This publication and its contents are subject to copyright under the laws of Australia and, through international treaties, other 
countries. Generally the copyright in materials in this publication is owned or licensed to the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Unless otherwise indicated you may copy, distribute, display, or print the material in this publication for your own personal use, for 
non-commercial educational purposes or for non-commercial use within your organisation. You may not alter content and must 
attribute the copyright owner (author) listed on the publication, or the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. where no author is listed. 
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